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The Cuckoo's Calling by Robert Galbraith
(aka J. K. Rowling?)
Reviewed by Lee Houston, Jr.
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The Cuckoo's Calling was

< 1/ ’.A“ originally released as the first
h ( ’M@L : book by a new mystery writer
AN named Robert Galbraith. As
such, it received decent reviews
and some reader interest. From
the start, the publisher admitted
that Galbraith was an alias to
protect the author's true
identity. Then came the spilling
of the beans when the real
identity was revealed, but we'll get to that in a moment.

ROBERT GALBRAITH

First book or not, The Cuckoo's Calling is a good mystery
with plenty of suspects when down on his luck private
detective Cormoran Strike is hired to investigate whether
or not high-fashion model Lula Landry really committed
suicide or was murdered. The reader follows Strike as he
sets out on the trail. At first Strike believes his time is
being wasted, but he needs the money so continues
investigating. However, when things begin to add up
towards proving that Landry did not shuffle off this
mortal coil willingly, greed and grief seem to go hand in
hand as Strike deals with his own problems while trying
to discover the identity of the killer and prevent any
more deaths in the process. Including his.

| must admit that, while the final solution made sense,
the ultimate culprit was not who | thought it would be at
all. The author does play fair in regards to letting the
reader discover the clues as Strike does. There is no deus
ex machina, whether it be specialized knowledge in a
particular subject that only the detective knows or
something totally out of left field that would have made
absolutely no sense otherwise.

My only quibble with this novel is that the author
seemed to overuse semi-colons; when a period would
have been more appropriate to create separate
sentences. Otherwise | look forward to reading the

further adventures/cases of Cormoran Strike (The
Silkworm and Career of Evil, to date) provided they are
in the same quality of this debut novel by author Robert
Galbraith.

But therein lies the rub. While The Cuckoo's Calling did
well enough in its initial release that it probably would
have earned a sequel on its own merits in time, over the
late summer of 2013, it was revealed (accidentally,
supposedly by the publisher's wife at a cocktail party)
that Robert Galbraith is really author J. K. Rowling;
creator/writer of the Harry Potter series, as well as the
stand alone novel The Casual Vacancy.

You can imagine the public's reaction and book sales
since then. A couple of reprintings later, with at least one
bragging about the big reveal right on the cover, the
information is now more subdued and limited to the
proper places of the inside back cover flap and the
"About the Author" page.

Now then, the big question for me is this: is J. K. Rowling
really Robert Galbraith?

In all honesty, | don't know. The first edition was honest
and admitted that Galbraith was a pseudonym, but
allegedly for more professional reasons, to keep the real
author's military/law enforcement background discreet,
if l understand the situation correctly. ALSO: Rowling had
already released The Causal Vacancy under her own
name, so why use an alias now?

Based upon having read the entire Potter series
(although not The Casual Vacancy) | can honestly say that
in my humble opinion, The Cuckoo's Calling just does not
read like a J. K. Rowling's novel to me. | don't have any
explanation as to why this is so, just that it is my personal
perspective on the matter. But whether Rowling,
Galbraith, or someone else pretending to be either; |
repeat my earlier position: to see more mysteries
featuring Cormoran Strike, provided future volumes
maintain the quality of The Cuckoo's Calling.

Available at the Scotland Public Library.



Arts, Theater and Events CT State Museum of Natural History & Archaeology
2/4 Teale Lecture: Of Mice and Men — Emerging

Windham Theatre Guild Infectious Diseases, 4pm, Dodd Research Center,
2/12-27 Becky’s New Car, 8pm 12, 13, 18, 20, 21 UConn

matinee 2pm, 25, 26, 27 2/6-7 Community Event: CT Kids Fair, CT Convention
www.Windhamtheatreguild.org 860-423-2245 Center, jenksproductions.com/kidsfair.html

2/13  Archaeology on Location — Interpreting the

Norwich Arts Center Clues, 10-11:30, S$15 advance registration,
2/5-6 Miss Lotti’s Café, A tribute to Liza Minelli, 8pm, Children 8-12

$20 2/18-21 CT Flower & Garden Show, CT Convention
2/26-7 Vagina Monologues, 7pm, $18, $16 seniors and Center, www.CTflowershow.com

students 2/27  Animal Tracking, 10-12 noon, Pomfret, $20
www.norwicharts.org 860-887-2789 adults and children 5+

CSMINHinfo@UConn.edu 860-486-4460

William Benton Museum of Art
Stark Imagery: The Male Nude in Art
UConn Reads: Race in America

January 21 — March 13, Hours T-F 12-4:30, S&S 1-4:30 6:30, from $30
245 Glenbrook Rd Storrs 2/12  God Save the Queen, 8pm
2/13  Dancers for Difference, a benefit for charity of

your choice, doors open 6:30, children $18,

Jorgensen Center for the Performing Arts
2/4 Trombone Shorty, Music/Stand up, doors open

www.benton.uconn.edu

Slater Museum adults $20
2/7-29 72nd Annual Connecticut Artists Juried 2/15  Daniels Tiger's Neighborhood Live! 11 & 2
Exhibition 2/24  2Cellos, cabaret, 6:30 cabaret fare, from $50
www.slatermuseum.org 860-877-2505 www.Jorgensen.uconn.edu 860-486-4226
2/25-3/6 Sense and Sensibility, T-T 7:30, 27" 8pm,
Editor Judy Moulton. Unless otherwise specified, all articles are 3/5 2&8, 3/6 2pm, children $7, $25, $30-
written by our volunteerépEend staff. We welcome comments, CT Repertory Theated60-486-2113

articles, photos and letters from town residentsedat&airopics.
The Editor reserves the right to edit for spelling, grammar, claifthe Mill Museum

space, and statements that are considered defamatory or obscevifll of the Month, Passport $5, $8, seniors, students,
Please sehsubmissions and photos by mail or email to: members $6, 4™ Saturdays

The Highland Herald Newsletter The Chocolate Festivalheck newspapers for info.
PO Box 4Scotland, CT 06264 www.millmuseum.org 860-456-2178
HHerald64@gmail.com

The Highland Herald is on the town welgit8cotlandCT.angl The Bradley Playhouse .

available in erhéormat and in print at the Post Office at the end A/29-2/14 The Complete Works of William Shakespeare,
beginning of each month. It can also be found in the following libraries: ~ The short version, F-S 7:30, S 2pm, $15 & $19

Chaplin Town, Fletcher Memorial, Canterbury Public, Scotland Pagli®-28 ‘Night Mother, dark drama, F-S 7:30, S 2pm,

and Sprague Public Li btuaforiaes . I f ¢¥ys@y¥9candt get a copy cont
mail or email version.-8608429

www.ThebradleyPlayhouse.org

Advertisement design, payments and submissions must be in

by the 1% of each month before publication. The Bushnell
Monthly Advertising Rates: 2/9-14 Ali MacGraw and Ryan O’Neal, T-T 7:30, F 8pm.
Business cardsigeé é é 6 . $20 S 28&8, 5 1& 6:30, from $22
I pageéééééééééé. . $30 2/10-14 Love Notes, musical tales and dance, W-T. 7:30,
| pageéééeéeéecé. ééé. $50 F-S8, S 3pm, from $35
Fulpage éééeéeéeé. . $80 2/18 Love & Laughter, music and comedy, 8pm, from
$39.50

10% discourfor yeatong advertisemgiid in advance. ) ) )
5% discourtor 6 months of advertisement within one year paid in2/20  Banff Film Festival, best mountains, 7pm, from

advance. S18
Advertisement is our sole source of income. 2/20 Best of Broadway, HSO and Goodspeed, 7:30,
from $25

Wanted/For Sale: Ad costs $5.00, if item is priced.
Wat/Sell ads may be up to 30 words. www.theBushnell.org, 860-987-5900
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Leaping Through the Year

Nancy Hansen

Here we are in February again—the shortest month of
the year—which unfortunately seems to drag on twice as
long as any other month. Part of the reason February
seems so long is because most years it's the last of the
bitter winter weather, and we're all pretty tired of it by
then. Even in a mild winter, looking out over brown fields
at bare trees has become monotonous. The days and
nights are still doggoned cold. The heart is weary for
sunshine and the soul wants to see something green
that's not under ice.

This is a Leap Year, which means in 2016, February has
an extra day. In this country we use the Gregorian
Calendar, which was developed by a pope in the late
1500s to refine the Roman Julian Calendar it was based
upon. The Gregorian Calendar has become the most
widely accepted in the world, though there are still
others in use. Originally February was the last month of
the year and because it was also the shortest month, the
extra day got tacked on at the end. Normally there are
28 days in February and 365 days in a year. While there
are exceptions every 100 and 400 years that make
charting it complex, every fourth year we make up for the
small discrepancy between the earth's roughly 365% day
revolution around the sun and our attempt to keep track
of the passage of time, by adding an extra day. Without
that 29th day each Leap Year, we'd lose 6 hours per year,
and after a hundred years, our calendar would be 24 days
out of sync. While most of us aren't running our lives by
the agricultural seasons anymore, when you're almost a
month off schedule, that's pretty frustrating. Even a
quarter of a day lost each year would mess us up! Since
we modern human beings are time and calendar
watchers by nature as well as by necessity, we have some
pretty good reasons to welcome an extra day every
fourth year.

I've always wondered how people born on February 29t
celebrate their birthdays. Do you chose a day before or a
day after, and then have a big blowout party in an actual
Leap Year? I've heard a few people chuckle about how
much younger a family member is simply because that
Leap Day birthday doesn't occur every year. While we all
know we age every day of our lives, it is something to
contemplate. Even if you don't have a February 29
birthday, what could you do with the gift of an extra day?

There are folk traditions built around Leap Day. For
instance, in certain countries, February 29t was the day
when women could propose to men; and if refused, she

could expect some sort of gift or compensation. For
others it was a day when women either wore breeches
(knee length trousers) or scarlet petticoats—which |
suppose at the time was quite daring. In some cultures
proposals and weddings in a Leap Year are considered
unlucky. That might well be why Leap Day is also called
'Bachelor's Day'. And of course, Leap Years are noted in
this country for the Presidential Elections, which
depending on your ideology is either a good thing or
worth groaning over. Any way you look at it, Leap Day
adds some balance to the calendar, as well as something
interesting to talk about.

We country dwellers understand that an extra day
between February and March isn't going to slow the
coming of spring down appreciably. We live close to
Nature though we do watch the calendar and use those
electronic gadgets everyone loves. The warmer weather
will come in its own time. Every winter is different, as is
our perception of how quickly or slowly it passes. Leap
Day or not, by the end of February, winter's stubborn
hold on us is about to release. It's just a matter of
slogging through another month or so of topsy-turvy
conditions until the ground thaws, the ice melts, and
buds begin to swell.

Just like you, | can't wait for spring, but | also don't want
to rush through the year ahead. Cold and snowy days, or
warm and sunny ones, they're all very precious to me.
Because we get an extra day this year—so much the
better! Any day you wake up with people to cherish and
interesting things to do is a good one, no matter what
month or number it has.
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John Marshall Gager
Judy Moulton

John Marshall Gager was a farmer in Scotland. However,
he took his farming to a new level. He built his business
as market gardening on the Windham road and then
expanded it into profitability.

John M Gager was born June 11, 1858 in the town of
Scotland. His ancestry traces back to Dr. William Gager,
who arrived in Americain 1639 with Governor Winthrop.
Dr. Gager was “a skilled surgeon, a Godly man and one of
the deacons of our congregation.” Sadly, he died within
ayear of his arrival. He had contracted a disease from the
food onboard the ship.

The son of William, John Gager, was one who settled
New London. The town voted Gager two hundred acres
east of the river. He built a home and lived there until he
joined the company settling Norwich. His house in
Norwich bore the date 1659, the date of the oldest
survey. In Norwich he was constable during 1674 and
1688. He died in 1703.

The third generation in America included Samuel Gager,
who was said to be of fine character. He married the
widow Mrs. Rebecca (Lay) Raymond and they resided in
what is now Bozrah. Samuel’s son, John Gager, married
Jerusha Barstow and they lived and farmed in Franklin.
Their son, Jason, was a Scotland farmer. His first wife was
Zeriah Roberts and his second wife was Lucy Park. Jason
died in Scotland. One of their children was Aaron Gager,
born in Scotland. Farming was also Aaron’s occupation.
He married Mary Smith of Scotland and they had a son
William Smith Gager, born May 5, 1804. After Mary died
Aaron married Deborah Murdock of Willimantic and his
third wife was Asenath Babcock of Lebanon. Aaron Gager
died at the age of 86 in 1862.

William S Gager grew up on the family farm, earning the
respect of the community. May 6, 1842 he married Sarah
Ann Bass, a daughter of Ebenezer Bass. Ebenezer Bass
had been a soldier of the War of 1812. William S Gager
lived until December 30, 1891.

John Marshall Gager was the son of William S and Sarah
Ann Gager. He was also born in Scotland. He was
educated in Willimantic’s Christian St. School District, No.
9. The family farm was his home. It provided him with
experience and he learned about the best ways to care
for soil and crops. He received further education in a
private school in Windham Center. His farming
continued. Shortly after aging into adulthood, he and his

brother, Homer, leased the homestead. They further
developed the farm. After Homer married and his
attentions moved from the farming enterprise, John
managed the farm alone. His short experience told him
that the old farming methods were not profitable
enough for what could be derived from the land.

He turned to market gardening. This would lead him into
expanding his business. He added early vegetables to the
crops and the buyers ate them up. In 1890 he purchased
a place on North Main St. in Willimantic, previously the
Cranston place. There were 80 acres of land there. His
labors improved the land and his business expanded to
flowers as well. The Gager farm included 75 acres on
either side of the Windham road. He had two large
businesses: 100’ by 25’ and 150’ by 25’. His entire efforts
were focused on market gardening, of which he sold the
crops to surrounding towns, shipped them by train and
delivered crops by truck. It was said that “anything (that)
comes from the Gager farm is a guarantee of its worth.”

During this time, Mr. Gager married Miss Nellie B.
Anthony of Scotland. She was the daughter of Jonathan
and Fanny M. (Burnham) Anthony of Scotland. Mrs.
Nellie Gager was one of the first graduating class of the
Willimantic Normal School. She also was assistant
principal of the Natchaug School in Willimantic for three
years. Mr. and Mrs. Gager had a son, Anthony on
October 22, 1899.

JM Gager was a republican and wholly believed in the
party’s principles. He was never interested in political
office but did serve on the city council for one year. He
built three beautiful homes on the land he owned. The
Gagers were members of the Congregational church and
were highly respected.

Source: A Modern History of Windham County, CT, Vol.
II, Allen B Lincoln, Ed., Chicago, 1920, pp 1205-6

POTIER S

- Oil Service, Inc.

PO Box 91 » 688 Boston Post Road
North Windham, CT 06256-0091



Cold Weather Dinner

On Monday. February 22", the Highland Herald staff are
inviting you and your family and friends to a dinner at the
Community Hall at SVFD on Brook Rd. We will have a
meal by Ray’s Catering. We will eat at 4:30 to allow
people to return home early.

For the entrée there is a choice of Stuffed Chicken (with
cheese and bacon) or Meatballs and Ziti.

We need you to notify us which entrée each of you is
choosing by February 11%, Thursday. The dinner will
include salad, vegetable, rice/pasta and cookies for
dessert. We will have decaffeinated coffee or tea.
Vegetables and crackers and a dip will be available
before dinner.

This is a fundraiser for the Highland Herald. Dinner will
cost $15 with 64 cents going to the Highland Herald. It is
very important to let us know by the 11%". You may
contact us by calling 860-450-8429 and leave a message
with the orders of each entrée and your name. You may
also  email your choices and name to
HHerald64@gmail.com. You can pay at the dinner.

From the Scotland Town Clerk and Tax

Collector,
Zayne R. Ring, CCTC, CCMC

Happy New Year to all from your local Clerk’s Office.

Here is a little information from the Town Clerk’s Office.
The State of Connecticut has provided 1040 Forms for
distribution to our residents, please feel free to stop by
and take one.

This year has brought many new residents to the Town
of Scotland. Welcome to Scotland and please stop in.
Our town offices are open on Wednesday from 11 am to
7 pm for the convenience of our working residents.
Mostly all the departments are staffed on this evening.
The zoning and building departments are open on
Wednesday from 5 pm to 7 pm to help answer questions
you may have, as well as the Assessor’s office.

Please register to vote for future primaries,
referendums, elections and/or town meetings. The
annual town meeting takes place on the third Thursday
in May each year. At the annual town meeting the local
elementary school and local town budgets are reviewed
and discussed and a mill rate will be set and approved by

the BOS shortly thereafter. We advertise our legal
notices in the Willimantic Chronicle if you are looking for
any information for public hearings, tax bill information,
election information and/or annual town meeting
notices, etc.

Town Hall Hours are Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
from 9 to 3 pm. Wednesday 11 am to 7 pm. Our
telephone number is 860-423-9634 X 2 and our website
is scotlandct.org. My direct email address is
scotlandtc@gmail.com. As most departments in town
are part time, please feel free to contact me and | will do
my best to help you.

Have a safe winter on our roads. Give our highway
department the chance to clean our roads and give a
wave while they are out there 24 / 7 for us during those
storms.

Ezer Mart

Your Hometown Store

Xﬂ il

860-423-8657
Local Beef used* Mountain Dairy products* Homemade Soup
Breakfast and Coffee *Groceries * Lottery * ATM
Hamburgers/Cheeseburgers -Fresh Hot and Cold Grinders
Call and your order can be waiting for you!

HOURS: Monday - Saturday 7am-5pm, Sunday 8am-3pm


mailto:HHerald64@gmail.com
mailto:scotlandtc@gmail.com

February 2016 at the

Scotland Public Library
860-423-1492
Mary Geragotelis, Library Director

Hours: Tuesday 2:3&¢/
Wednesday 2:3&/
Thursday 912 & 830-8
Friday 2:307

Saturday 92

We are CLOSED: Saturdaypfery 13 in honor of
Presidents’ Day.

Take Your Child to the Library Dafaturday, February
6 is the date of the 5 annual Take Your Child to the
Library Day. We’ll have a special event at 10 a.m that
will include stories, crafts, and refreshments. Every child
will get their own book to keep. Call the library with any
questions.

Story Time: Every Thursday at 10 a.mStories, songs,
games, and more for children 5 and under and their
caregivers. Call the library for more information.
Signups are appreciated.

K’ N E X THg graugis:meeting on Thursdayfebruary
11 at 4 p.m.for another building challenge! We hope
you can join us.

The Scotland/Canterbury Book Discussion Grow!
meet on Tuesday, February 16 at 7:05 p.m. at the
Cantabury Public Library This month we are reading
and discussing Hunger Gamesby Suzanne Collins.
Copies of the book are available at both libraries.

Check out our website scotlandpubliclibrary.organd
like us on Facebook

Middle School Fundraiser
Kathy Freed

The Parish Hill Middle School students are selling tickets
to a Foxwoods Bingo Fundraiser and everyone is
welcome to come! Friday February 19%, 2016 at 6pm.
Tickets are S15 each. Please contact Kathy Freed at 860-
245-2343, katfreed@yahoo.com if you are interested in
attending. Your ticket purchase will benefit the Parish Hill
Middle School Washington DC trip. Thank you for your
support.

You can contact Mr. Yeo, too, at 860-455-9584 x427.

From the SCOTLAND TAX COLLECTOR
ZAYNE R. RING, CCMC

With tax season around the corner, | would like to
provide guidance on how to look up your paid tax bills for
printing and supplying to your tax preparer. It can be a
time consuming task in our office during tax season. If
you have not kept the receipts that were given to you
upon payment, please follow the steps below.

All the information is available on the town website at
“scotlandct.org” where you can view and pay and also
view and print prior bills paid during the last calendar
year. The following are step by step instructions on how
to view and print information you may need.

1. scotlandct.org---- half way down the home page
you will see View and Pay Your Taxes — CLICK
HERE

2. Search Criteria-LAST NAME ANFIRST INTIAL,
in all CAPITALSSearch all names on the tax
forms to ensure that all bills are located)
Depending on how your vehicle is registered will
depend on how the name will show up in the
search criteria.

3. Bills to View- all bills will appear in your search
name. Please look for the correct Bill year. This
year you will be looking for the list of 2014.

4. Blue/Yellow Circle to the far right click on the
furthest circle for payment history. This will give
you the amount paid and the date of payment.

5. To print—Click on the blue circle to the right
it will give you more detail. At the bottom of this
page you will see download PDF. Click the
download and you will be able to print.

6. View all Bills- once you have printed a bill you
will see a View all Bills button which will return
you to the list of bills you search for printing
additional billing information.

Of course if there are any problems and we can assist
you, please call our office at 860-423-9634 X2.

Re/max Bell Park Realty

Barbara Cornell

Realtor, ABR, GRI

Your local real estate professional

Put my 17 years of experience to work for you
Call today 860-617-0835

610 Hanford Pike Barbaracornell@remax.net
Killingly Ct 06241
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Scotland Elementary School Upcoming February Events:

Cathy Pinsonneault February 15/16 Winter Recess—no school
February TBA Winter Field Day
Hello to All, February 26 Spirit Attire Day—theme TBA

It may still be calm and frozen outside, but within the

halls of Scotland Elementary School we are working hard UConn
on academics. We are also preparing for the Smarter Basketball
Balanced assessments which take place in the spring.

Students are working on their computer skills with our e
new Chromebooks and working on practice assessments 2/3 Women v Tulane @ New Orleans TBA

provided by the testing website. We were pleased with 2/4 Men v Memphis @ Memphis 9pm
our efforts and results last year and hope for continued 2/6 Women v East Carolina @ Gampel 1pm
success this year. 2/7 Men v East Carolina @ Gampel 12 Noon
2/8 Women v South Carolina @ Columbia, SC 7pm
January ended with a schoolwide door decorating 2/11  Menv Temple @ Philadelphia 7pm
extravaganza. Winter themes were the focus and every 2/13  Menv Tulsa @ Gampel 8pm
hallway of our building was a winter wonderland. Silly 2/14  Women v Temple @ Philadelphia 12 Noon
socks took center stage for our spirit day during the 2/17  Women v Cincinnati @ Gampel 7pm
month. Those who participated in this fun event earned 2/18 MenvSMU @ XL Center TBA
spirit points by sporting their “funniest” socks. 2/20 Women v East Carolina @ Greenville, NC 6pm
2/20 Men v Cincinnati @ Cincinnati TBA
As February rolls in, we celebrate our annual Football 2/24  Women v SMU @ Gampel 7pm
Friday on the 5™ of the month. This is our way of “kicking” 2/25 Men V USF @ Tampa, FL TBA
off Super Bowl weekend. Staff and students enjoy 2/27 Women v Tulane @Gampel 1pm
supporting their favorite teams by wearing team colors, 2/29 Women v USF @ Gampel 7pm
shirts and hats. (Spirit points are awarded.) A football Women’ s March Madness begi |
theme is the “flavor of the day” with football menu lunch Men’s March Madness begins

items and football-related games in gym classes.
Cowbells and whistles will fill the hallways with
melodious tunes, and fun raffles will take place

throughout the day. A good time should be had by all!
S v e
i iti ENGINES

We are still awaiting a few good snow storms so we can
hold our second annual Scotland Elementary School
winter field day. The event features outdoor games such
as the infamous snowball toss, Mrs. P.’s obstacle course,
the SES Frisbee toss and creative fort building! Last year
we received more than enough help from Mother Nature
in terms of the white stuff. Hopefully, this year, a partial
order request will be heeded by those in charge of snow
delivery!

We are also looking forward to the February Winter
Recess on the 15th and 16", which allows time for '
everyone to enjoy quality moments with family and 314 Huntington Rd (RT 14)
friends. The break also allows time to give all of those Scotland, CT 06264
germs a chance to leave the SES classrooms! 860 - 456 - 8062

That is it for now from Scotland Elementary School. Mgonvn’lf
Check our school website for up-to-the-minutes news
and pictures. Thank you again for all of your support!




Parish Hill Events

2/11  Early Release, NEASC

2/12  No School, Professional Development

2/12-15 Canada Trip — Winter Carnival

12/15-16 No School, Winter Break

2/18  Middle School Sports Awards 6pm

2/19  Bingo Fundraiser at Foxwoods 6pm

Empty Bowl: Make a bowl. To sign up contact

Mrs. Govoni at ggovoni@parishhill.org or 860-455-9584
ext. 405 or Mrs. LaRose at mlarose@parishhill.org or
860-455-9584 ext. 107.

Parish Hill Sports Calendar

2/2 Boys V/JV v Putnam away

2/2 Girls V/JV v Putnam home

2/6 Girls V/JV v Litchfield away

2/9 Boys V/JV v Grasso Tech away
2/9 Girls V/JV v Grasso Tech home
2/11  Boys V/JV v Ellis Tech home

2/11  Girls V/JV v Ellis Tech away

2/13  Boys V/IV v Classical Magnet away
2/16  Boys V/JV v Windham Tech home
2/17  Boys V/JV v Westbrook home
2/22  Boys V/JV v Vinal Tech away

2/24  Boys V/JV v Wheeler home

Parish Hill Winter Sports
John Krot

The winter season for Parish Hill athletics is well
underway. Unlike last year when Mother Nature played
havoc with school, sport practices and scheduled
basketball games, this year we’re all enjoying a relatively
mild winter and no weather interruptions at the present
time. Winter isn’t over yet, but getting through the first
half of the season without any major issues — we’ll take
it. The winter sport teams both at the middle school level
and the high school level have enjoyed the uninterrupted
days of practice. What they haven’t enjoyed is the up and
down nature of their season — in particular their won —
loss record. All teams have lost some games that they
would like to have back. To the credit of the players &
coaches, everyone has responded well after those tough
loses and are right back at it the next day, improving their
skills and getting ready for their next opponent. For sure,
no one can fault the effort and hard work the Pirates
have shown thus far. Here is a quick look at our
basketball programs. First for the high school:

Boys Basketball: Current overall record: 5 — 4, Current
CSC record: 3 -1. The team under the leadership of Head

Coach John Bolduc and Assistant Coach Ashley Goven
have had impressive wins against Cheney Tech, Vinal
Tech and divisional rival — Putnam. The senior members
of the squad have led the team well. The second half of
the year should be very exciting for the Pirates as they
battle to win the CSC Eastern Division title and qualify for
the CSC basketball tournament and the Class S State
Tournament.

Girls Basketball:Current overall record: 5 — 8, Current
CSCrecord: 4 -2. Right at the start of the season, the girls
had to adapt to change as their long-time coach, Ann
Folan stepped down as coach to accept a new teaching
position. Coach Folan had done an excellent job in
guiding the Lady Pirates over her 10 year career. We wish
her the best in her new position. Parish Hill was
fortunate to have Peter Martin available to take
over as the new girls head coach. Coach Martin had
been serving as the middle school girls head coach
for a number of years. Having coached many of the
girls when they were in middle school, Coach Martin
easily adapted to his new position and the girls
adapted well to their new coach.
(Continues on page 10)

140 Pudding Hill Road, Scotland
(860) 456-2759
www.cfescotland.org
Pastor - Delton “Sonny” Stimson

We are an Evangelical, Conservative, Bible believing,
Nondenominational church, but fellowship with all
who preach God’s Word.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Sunday Morning 1st Service 8:30 - 9:30
Traditional Worship with Choir Selection
Infant & Toddler Nurseries & Junior Church ages 3-7

Sunday Morning 2nd Service 10:00 - 11:00
CFC Band Style Worship
Sunday School for Adults & Children,
Infant & Toddler Nurseries
Sunday 6 - 7 pm
CFC Band Style Worship

Thursday Evening 6:30 - 8 pm
Prayer Meeting
Youth Groups for ages 4-18 will resume in the fall.




TOWN OF
@ J SCOTLAND CT

Daniel Syme, 1st Selectman

I. Finances:
a. Our Auditor is completing the annual town
audit. Preliminary evaluations show the review is
a lot smoother than last year. The town’s
improvement on financial procedures is working
well.
b. Financial program: The new Accufund
financial program is working well. As with any
new program, adjustments are being made as
needed. |, as Selectman, love it! | can
immediately bring up any financial transactions
and get details.
¢. Annual budget: 6 months into the fiscal year,
and we are showing budgeted line items and
expenditures are on target.

II. Tax Collector:
Selectmen extend compliments our Tax
Collector for collecting $81,000 in back taxes and
fees.

lll. Winter operations:

Parking: The town issues an annual roadside
parking ban during any winter related events. By
state statue, the town is not liable for damage
done to vehicles left on the road during such
events. This statue also covers mobile basketball
hoops, bicycles, and other personal property left
on the side of the road.

IV. Small Town Economic Assistance Grant:
The Town has applied for this state grant. IF
awarded, the following projects were applied
for:

a. Multipurpose Field: The former Racicot field
located next to the school will be flattened with
a gravel drive and a lighted parking area will be
added. A lighted wooden walkway from the field
to the school would be constructed allowing for
safer access to and from the school during
events and eliminating unsafe parking on Brook
Road. This will also provide the school with a
safe location for evacuations.

b. Town Hall foundation support: The town hall
is in desperate need of shoring up of the
foundation and its floor supports. If the grantis

awarded this would be the 1% step in renovating
the historic building for the future.

Scotland Town Hall Hours
9 Devotion Rd, Scotland, CT 06264
860-423-9634, Fax: 860-423-3666

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 9am —3pm
Wednesday: 11am-7pm
Closed Fridays

Obituary

Thoughts and prayers go out to the family and friends of:
Astrid B Kulhawy.

Scotland Contact Numbers

First SelectmanExt. 1

Town Clerk/Tax CollectorExt. 2

Assessor Ext. 3 - Weds: Noon - 7pm

Building Dep: Ext. 5 Wednesday: 5:30pm-7pm
Zoning OfficialWednesday: 5:30pm — 7:30pm
Treasurer Ext. 4

Registrars of Votersext. 7

18t SelectmanDan Syme, 860-456-7797
Selectmenclare D’Appollonio, Rodney Perry
Building Inspectoriohn Berard, 860-455-9553
Sanitarian: Eastern Highlands Health Dist.
860 -429-3325
Wetlands Officerlohn Valente
860- 455-9930 (by appointment only)
Zoning OfficerLiz Burdick
860-423-9634 (by appointment only)
Driveway PermitsDan Syme, 456-7797
Animal Control OfficerNancy Bard
860-455-5016 (please leave detailed message)
Burn Official (by appointment only)
Kevin Ring 860-423-1547 or 860-917-4567
Jason Beaumont 860-455-6718
Scotland Volunteer Fire Department:
Fire Chief - Tony Kasacek

(non-emergency) 860-450-1525
Scotland TowrGarage:

Bill D’Appollonio, 860-456-8625



Scotland Public Library:

Phone: 860-423-1492

Scotland Elementary Scloh

Phone: 860-423-0064

Parish Hill Middle/High School:

Phone: 860-455-9584

Scotland Historical Society:

Phone: 860-423-1547

Hampton/Scotland Trasfer Station:

Hours Wednesday 8am-5pm & Saturday 8am-4pm
You must have a valid Transfer Station sticker on your
vehicle to use the Transfer Station.

Phone: 860-455-0682

Town Websitewww.ScotlandCT.org

(Continued from p. 8)
Winter Sports Roundup Girls
Assisting Coach Martin is Nick Folan. The girls team has
experienced an up and down season. They have been
successful in CSC divisional play but have been
unsuccessful in their non-conference games. The team is
led by a real nice mix of seniors, juniors, and
sophomores. As a team, they are looking to repeat CSC
divisional champs and qualify the CSC Tournament and
the Class S State Tournament.

Middle School

Boys Basketball: Current overall record: 5 — 8, Current
QVIC Small School record: 2- 6. The middle school boys’
team have struggled at times maintaining their
consistency of play. When the team plays on all cylinders,
they’re a tough team to beat as evident with their 5™
place finish in the St. James Holiday Basketball
Tournament. The team played their best game to date on
Thursday, January 21 when they defeated Putnam. The
team is fighting to make the QVJC basketball playoffs. If
they played like they did against Putnam, the young
Pirates should be enjoying post season play. The middle
school team is coached by James Harrington and assisted
by Stephen Smith.

Girls Middle School BasketballCurrent overall record:
8 — 4, Current QVIJC Small School record: 7 — 3. The
middle school girls’ team is coached by Mark Thibodeau
and assisted by Kara Thibodeau. The girls have done very
well to date. They finished in second place in the St.
James Holiday Tournament and are currently in second
place in the QVJC Small Division. They have qualified for
the QVIC Girls Basketball Playoffs and are looking to
finish their regular season on a winning note. The girls
have played some excellent basketball throughout their
season.

Another team we need to recognize is our boys and girls
indoor track team. What started out as an opportunity
for some athletes to workout in the off-season to get
ready for the outdoor track season turned into an indoor
track program. The willingness of our outdoor track
coach, Rich Gogan, to work with these athletes and the
help he received from Stephanie Harrington made this all
possible. They both volunteered their time to provide
these opportunities for our students. The highlight of the
indoor track season to date is our girls’ 5% place finish
and our boys 7" place finish in the CSC Indoor Track
Championship held recently at the Floyd Little Athletic
Center in New Haven. Some of the individuals who had
outstanding performances are:

Sabrina Chesters won the mile and 3200 m events. She
was selected as the top female track athlete at the
championship. Kelsey Zator took 3™ in the 1000m &
3200m events. Our girls 4 x 800 relay team (Kelsey Zator,
Katelyn Benito, Michelle Ryan, & Sabrina Chesters)
finished in 2" place. Jacob Clark won tbe 600 m event
and finished in 6% place for the 300 m. Cory Harrington
finished in 2" place in the boys 3200 m event. Currently,
two individuals have qualified for the State Class S
Championship. They are Jacob Clark and Sabrina
Chesters.

We all have much to be proud of. Our student-athletes
continue to show everyone what Pirate Pride is all about.
As Stephanie Harrington put it: “Small but Mighty — Go
Pirates!”

The Hill Happenings

Principal Tedeschi

The Associated Student Government sponsored a
Breakfast with Santa.

Art students made over 100 placemats for Natchaug
Hospital for Thanksgiving.

The Band’s holiday concert was enjoyed by many.

The Winter Chorus Concert in January was a great show.
Mr. Tracy and his students finished fourth in the
Vocabulary Bowl.

Band members Gracie Martin and Amanda Gilbert
competed at the Young Artist Music Competition.

It is time to make bowls for the Empty Bowl event.
Available times are on Wednesdays and Saturdays.
Contact Ms Genevieve Gavoni, the art teacher for a time.
January 28 brought a presentation for the UN Club.

The Foxwoods Bingo Fundraiser is coming up February
19, Buy your tickets ahead of time.

The middle School Kindness Club meets lunchtime.


http://www.scotlandct.org/

February 2016 Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1 2 3 4 5 6
Senior KIDS Fair KIDS Fair
Exercise 10 SPL Story SPL Take your
T, W, F at 9:45 Time SES Football child to the
In Community Boys BKB away Friday Library Day
Room at SVFD Girls BKB home 1 UConn Wm
7 SHS 4 Teale Lecture Girls BKBiway
7IWC 6:30 Trombone 7:30 Shakes- 7:30 Shakes-
7 SES BOE UConn Wm Shorty peare peare
9 UConn Men 8 Miss Lotti’s 8 Miss Lotti’s
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
10 SPL Story PHM/HS No 10 Archaeology
Time School SPL Closed
12 UConn Men PHM/HS Early Boys BKBway
2 Shakespeare Boys BKB away Release 7:30 Shakespea.. | 7:30 Shakespea..
Girls BKB Home Boys BKB Home 8 Becky’s New 8 UConn Men
4 GSHT 7 BOS Girls BKB away Car 8 Becky’s New..
7 UConn Wm 7 SPL Board 7:30 Ali & Ryan 4 K’ NE X | 8Godsave the 8 Dancers for....
7:30 Ali & Ryan 7:30 Love Notes | 7 UConn Men Queen 2 & 8 Ali & Ryan
7:30 Ali & Ryan 8 Ali & Ryan 8 Love Notes
7:30 Love Notes | 8 Love Notes
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
CT Flower Show | CT Flower Show | CT Flower Show
12 UConn Wm 10 SPL Story
1&6:30 Ali & Pr esi den NoSchool time 6 UConn Wm
Ryan No School 6 MS Sports 7 Banff Film
2 Shakespeare Boys BKB Home Awards 6 MS Bingo 7:30 Broadway
3 Love Notes Boys BKB Homeg 7 HFA 7 UConn Wm 8 Love & Fundraiser 7:30 ‘Nite
11 & 2 Daniel 7 RD11 BOE 7:30 P&Z Laughter 7:30 ‘Nite Mother
Tiger’s.... 7:05 SPL Book 8 Becky’s New. Mother 8 Becky’s New..
Group UConn Men 8 Becky’s New..
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
CT Flower Show 10 SPL Story
Time SES Spirit Attire
2 Becky’s New Boys BKB away Boys BKB Home Day 1 Uconn Wm
Car 6:30 2Cellos UConn Men
2 ‘Nite Mother 4:30 Dinner Out 7 BOS 7:30 Sense & 7 Vagina 7 Vagina
@SVFD 7 UConn Wm Sensibillity Monologues Monologues
28 29
Make Bowls for | All Month at 2/7-29 MS Fumlraiser | Call with Entrée
Empty Bowlon | The Benton Slater Museum | By Tix before for Dinner out
Weds. & Sat.. Stark Imagery & | 72"¢ Annual CT | 2/19 by 2/11
UConn Reads Artists
7 UConn Wm

BOE — Board of Education

HFA — Highland Festival Association
MS — Middle School

RD11 — Regional District 11

SPL — Scotland Public Library

KEY

BOS — Board of Selectmen
HH — Highland Herald

SES — Scotland Elementary School

CPL — Canterbury Public Library

GSHT — Governor Samuel Huntington Trust

IWC - Inland Wetlands Commission
PHMHS — Parish Hill Middle/High School P&Z — Planning and Zoning Commission
SHS — Scotland Historical Society

Saturda




The Highland Herald
POBox4

Scotland, Ct

06264

Giaan
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Dana P. Woods, MD William J. Kaufold, MD
Michael S. Cooper, OD
83 Quarry Street, Willimantic, Connecticut 06226
Office (860) 423- 1619 Optical Shop (860) 456-7732
Complete Eye Exams, Cataract Eye Surgery,
Contact Lenses and Eye Glasses



